I, Marius Tyrannos, disqualify Semakos.
1 We should like to thank 0. Broneer and E. R. Gebhard, former and present directors of the excavations at Isthmia conducted by the University of Chicago on behalf of the American School of Classical Studies, for permission to publish the tablet, and S. G. Cole and M. B. Wallace for improving an earlier draft of this note; if mistakes remain, they are our own. The part of the reservoir where the tablet was found is shown in 0. Broneer, Isthmia, II, Topography and Architecture, Princeton 1973, Plan III, at the letter A in the label WEST WATER WORKS. Professor Gebhard asks us to mention here that the reservoir and the drains that led to it lay in an area that was used for religious events; if we are correct in thinking that the tablet's presence in the reservoir was accidental (see below), then Professor Gebhard's observation opens the possibility that the accident may have had some connection with such activities. EyKpLTJptLOS are technical terms referring to one phase of the public games, the preliminary examination of athletes to determine whether they were qualified to compete. Kpto-Lts has the technical sense of "age category in the competitions".5 For most of the gymnastic events The verbs meaning "judge to be fit to be admitted to compete" in a category are KpLvwt and EyKplVcW), and the word for admission is `yKpLt0St9.8 We do not know just what board of magistrates officiated at the admissions at Isthmia, but if the admissions system there was like that at Olympia, the magistrates were probably the Isthmian 'EXXqVo0ilKat;9 at any rate, inscriptions from Lebadeia and from Hierapolis in Kilikia tell us that the generic term for such magistrates was EyKptrat.1o An inscription from Isthmia, IG IV, 203, which has been assigned to the 2nd century after Christ on the basis of its letter forms, records in detail the reconstruction of the sanctuary's gymnasium after an earthquake; the new building included EyKptTipLt0t OtKOt, rooms where athletes were examined before they were admitted as competitors.1 The tablet's verb E'KKplVLD is the opposite of KptlVL9 and EyKpltvw in their technical senses; it means "eliminate, rule out, disqualify".12
At the qualifying examination preliminary to an athletic competition, candidates for selection were paraded together before the judges. This much at least we may infer to have been true in the 2nd century after Christ, when Artemidoros of Daldis recounted, in his Onirocriticum, an aspiring young athlete's dream that, 7rapo8iEvlv a/4ka TotS aAXAotL 7rato-'Vt the dream is at all symbolic of the portentousness, in a candidate's waking thoughts, of the outcome of the examinations, they were times when emotions ran high; fear of failure must have been intense; and no doubt the EyKptTcal could be subject to much pressure from the candidates, their families, and their friends. IG IV, 203 does not state why the EyKptTrTott OKOt were thought necessary at Isthmia, but their effect would have been to ensure some relative privacy and order at the proceedings. A further precaution against pressure on the judges would be a system of secret ballots in these rooms. We consider this to be the likeliest interpretation of the inscribed lead tablet, that Marius Tyrannos was one of the EyKprctal and the tablet is the ballot recording his vote to disqualify the candidate Semakos.
If this interpretation is correct, the tablet provides new evidence-our only evidence, other than Artemidoros' phrase quoted above-for the mechanics of the preliminary judging at the games. If the voting was in fact kept secret, it is easy to explain why we have no other such tablets: the ballots were no doubt intended to be turned in to the secretary or the chairman of the board of magistrates for counting and, if secrecy was to be guaranteed, for defacement as well; the survival of Marius Tyrannos' tablet at the bottom of the reservoir must then be the result of some unusual and happy accident.
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